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Cleary University Adds Varsity Esports for Fall 2021

 
Cleary University in Howell, with an education center in Detroit, has announced the launch

of its varsity esports program, recruiting for fall of 2021 with plans to build a new arena in

Cleary Commons.

“Esports” stands for electronic sports, and refers to the world of competitive, organized video

gaming. Team-based video game competitions can be watched in person, or online by

spectators. Five years ago, only a handful of colleges offered esports programs. In 2021, there

are more than 175 member schools in the National Association of Collegiate Esports. Cleary

University will fully support esports with athletic scholarships and paid coaching staff.

By launching its own esports team, Cleary University gets in on this growing gaming industry

to attract students seeking to become competitive college gamers, while earning a business

degree. Esports adds to Cleary’s roster of 19 varsity sports.

“This is the perfect year to start an esports program, since students can practice and compete

remotely,” says Heather Bateman, vice president and dean of student affairs at Cleary. “We

know students have been feeling isolated since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, and

a virtual sporting option will really benefit the students on our campus as well as expand our

dynamic athletic program into a whole new and exciting realm.”

In year one, Cleary hopes to recruit 15 esports athletes, Bateman says. Recruited students will

be required to be full-time students (at least 12 credits per semester) and maintain a specific

GPA to be part of the team.

All inquiries related to recruitment should go to hbateman@cleary.edu.
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